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To reduce the number of messages sent out to the MCUAAAR 5 Listserv, if you send me the kind of 

information found below, I will compile it and send it out on “MCUAAAR Mondays” 
 

CALL FOR MANUSCRIPTS 
 

Journal of Aging and Health 
Special Issue: Health Care Access and Health Equity for Older Adults of Color: A Tribute to Dr. Steven 
P. Wallace  
Editors: Dr. Jacqueline Torres and Dr. Lourdes Guerrero 
  
They are seeking abstracts for a Special Issue in honor of Dr. Wallace consisting of research articles from his 
many mentees at multiple career stages (from early career to senior) focused on: 

 Health access and health equity for older adults of color, including immigrant populations and people 
from the Latinx, American Indian, Alaska Native, Asian, Pacific Islander and African American 
communities 

 Differences across racial/ethnic groups in age-related diseases and/or social determinants of health 

 Resilience and strengths in minority aging 

 Insights and challenges to policy and practice among racial/ethnic minority groups 

 Studies of social, health, or economic well-being among minority older adults 
 
We are seeking submissions from behavioral and social sciences, public health, epidemiology, demography, 
health services research, nursing, social work, medicine, and related disciplines. Given his commitment to 
careers of scientists from diverse backgrounds, articles from his mentees and collaborators are encouraged. 
  
Abstract submission deadline: July 15, 2021 
For more information: https://uclahs.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_4VjhCZbYT4ZalwO 
  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 All systems are go for recruiting an expanded 2021 
MIWI cohort of scientists working on the placebo effect 
and/or Alzheimer’s disease and related dementias 
(ADRD).  We are hoping to recruit five additional early-
career scientists to join us for the 2021/2022 program, 
beginning with our fall institute in November. 
 
What is offered?  

 Hands-on Training: Nov. 2-5, 2021 in Ann Arbor, MI 
(in person) 

 Ongoing Mentorship and Professional Networking 
(virtual) 
 

Deadline to apply is September 14th, 2021 
For more information - https://sph.umich.edu/mental-physical-health-training/extension.html 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https*3A*2F*2Fuclahs.az1.qualtrics.com*2Fjfe*2Fform*2FSV_4VjhCZbYT4ZalwO&data=04*7C01*7Ckmarkide*40UTMB.EDU*7C6b16b53a1fcc458910d308d93a3bb594*7C7bef256d85db4526a72d31aea2546852*7C0*7C0*7C637604850405006164*7CUnknown*7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0*3D*7C1000&sdata=Av3zCVkqr*2B8IQcQnRVMPTv21Q3Q9acR4FwTtgCvF3oQ*3D&reserved=0__;JSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSUlJSU!!F9wkZZsI-LA!VPNhkew--9r0zlkdj9UExA4a06vuNn3kkDlvA5eQmlt5Eo1dSq7Z-077shlzGnG4iLeUjA$
https://sph.umich.edu/mental-physical-health-training/extension.html
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 NEWS 
 

 
NIA statement on FDA approval of aducanumab for Alzheimer’s disease — NIA Director Richard J. Hodes, 
M.D., reflects on a milestone in Alzheimer’s research: the first approved treatment to slow progression of the 
disease. 
 
Census Bureau releases healthy life expectancy at 60 infographic — A new America Counts Story, funded in 
part by NIA, shows that healthy life expectancy at age 60 varies by world region, country, income, and gender. 
 
Funding for your aging research: From Ph.D. student to postdoc -  Since 2019, NIA has offered a specific 
funding opportunity announcement to recruit Ph.D. students into aging research: The Transition 
to Aging Research for Predoctoral Students (F99/K00).   
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
 

Dr. Karen Bullock (2004 MCUAAAR Scientist) on Being Named a GSA Fellow!! 
 
Karen Bullock, Ph.D. is Professor and Head of the School of Social Work at 
North Carolina State University, in the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences.  On May 21, 2021, she was awarded fellow status through the Social 
Research, Policy, and Practice section of the Gerontological Society of 
America.  Fellow status — the highest category of membership — is an 
acknowledgment of her outstanding and continuing work in the field of 
gerontology.  She will be celebrated by her section at the GAS Annual Scientific 
Meeting November 10-14, 2021 in Phoenix.   
  
 

 

Dr. Jennifer M. Gómez (2020 MCUAAAR Scientist) Awarded a CASBS Residential Fellowship!! 
 
Jennifer M. Gómez, PhD is Assistant Professor in the Department of Psychology; 
Merrill Palmer Skillman Institute for Child & Family Development at Wayne State 
University.  She has been selected as a Stanford University Center for Advanced 
Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) Residential Fellow.  Having negotiated a 
book contract with APA Books, she will be spending the 2021-22 academic year as 
a CASBS Fellow writing her book: Cultural Betrayal, Sexual Abuse, & Healing for 
Black Women & Girls: From Black Lives Matter to MeToo.  The Stanford Center 
offers a prestigious residential fellowship program for scholars working in a diverse 
range of disciplines that contribute to advancing research and thinking in social 
science.  
 

https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=10c9983d26&e=9946ee8c4f
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=9cfbe9ad02&e=9946ee8c4f
https://nih.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dca973015582e3c417f6296c&id=0b3e911585&e=9946ee8c4f
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Dr. Jaclynn Hawkins (2016 MCUAAAR Scientist) on Your R21 and Appointment as Curtis 
Center Associate Director!!! 

 
Jaclynn M. Hawkins, PhD, Assistant Professor in the School of Social Work, 
received an R21 research grant from the National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases for a project entitled "Diabetes Self-
Management Intervention for African American Men."   In addition, Dr. Daphne 
Watkins, (Director, Vivian A. and James L. Curtis Center for Health Equity 
Research and Training) appointed Dr. Hawkins Curtis Center Associate 
Director, effective July 1, 2021. Along with Drs. Jamie Mitchell and Lenette 
Jones (U-M Nursing), Dr. Hawkins co-leads the Curtis Center Signature 
Program titled "African American Chronic Care Equity through Self-
management Program," which addresses the development, implementation, 

and translation of behavioral and health services interventions that target improvements in the self-
management of chronic diseases among African American adults. In her Associate Director role, Dr. Hawkins 
brings additional leadership in faculty development, grant-writing, research, and community outreach in health 
equity.  
 
 

Kimson Johnson (PRBA/MCUAAAR Mentoring Group Scientist) Recipient of the ISR Next 
Generation Award!!! 

 
Kimson Johnson, MSW, is a third year PhD 
student in Health Management and Policy in 
the School of Public Health and Sociology.  Her 
current research focuses on how social factors 
such as racial/ethnic health disparities and 
social determinants of health affect decision-
making strategies for effective care transitions 
and long-term care (LTC) services for older adults.  She is the recipient of the 
Institute for Social Research 2021 Next Generation Award.  These donor-funded 
awards propel recipients forward in their careers and catalyze impactful research 

projects.  Her project is entitled, The impact of adverse life events on late-life cognitive functioning. 
  
 

Dr. Lenette Jones (2018 MCUAAAR Scientist) on Being Named a 2021 Betty Irene Moore Nurse 
Fellow!!! 
 
Lenette M. Jones, RN, PhD is an Assistant Professor at the University of 
Michigan, School of Nursing.  The Betty Irene Moore Fellowship for Nurse 
Leaders and Innovators recognizes professionals who can bring a new voice 
and perspective, who also have great potential to advance the nursing 
profession.  Each fellow receives $450,000 over three years to develop their 
leadership, innovation and networking skills while completing an innovative 
project. Funding includes an additional $50,000 to the fellow’s home institution 
or organization to support the fellow’s 30% time commitment.  Dr. Jones’ 
fellowship project on empowering WHISE (Wellness, Hypertension, 
Information-Sharing, Self-Management, Education) women focuses on 
developing a mobile application designed to educate African American women 
on behavioral changes that can be used to lower blood pressure.  
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Dr. Kent Key on Your K-Award!!! 
 
Kent Key, PhD (MCUAAAR Faculty and Co-Lead of the CLRC), was awarded a 
$622,835 five-year grant from the National Institute on Minority Health and 
Health Disparities to co-develop culturally appropriate family health history tools 
with African American community members.  Dr. Key is a Racial and Ethnic 
Health Disparities Researcher specializing in Community Engaged Research 
(CEnR) approaches.  He has an extensive background in community engaged 
research that spans over the past fifteen years in the city of Flint. “The African 
American community has historically and culturally been socialized to a culture 
of silence. Even when it comes to health we avoid health conversations and that 
silence is killing us,” said Key in a recent article about his research grant. 
 

 
 

Dr. Jamie Mitchell (2012 MCUAAAR Scientist) Promoted to Associate Professor with Tenure!! 
 
Jamie Mitchell, PhD, is now Associate Professor in the School of Social Work 
at the University of Michigan as the UM Regents approved her promotion at 
their last meeting.  Dr. Mitchell is Co-Lead of MCUAAAR’s Community Liaison 
and Recruitment Core (CLRC) and principle investigator of the Recruiting and 
Retaining Older African Americans into Research (ROAR) NIA R24 grant.  Her 
interdisciplinary research examines the mechanisms that patient-centered 
communication between older African American men and their physicians 
during the course of cancer and chronic disease care. 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Robert Joseph Taylor Received Inaugural James Jackson Outstanding Mentor Award!!  
 

Robert Joseph Taylor, MSW, PhD, FGSA, and MCUAAAR PI, is the recipient of 
the Inaugural James Jackson Outstanding Mentor Award from the Gerontological 
Society of American for 2021.  This award recognizes outstanding commitment 
and dedication to mentoring minority researchers in the field of aging.  As a 
recent indication of that commitment, Dr. Taylor conceived, organized, and 
directed an innovative Summer Mentoring Workshop for 131 doctoral students 
this past June.  .  From around the country, the participants included 15 students 
doing research on American Indian/Alaska Native, 45 students whose research 
focus is Latinx populations, and 71 students who conduct research on African 
Americans.  These 131 students were highly engaged throughout the intense 
three-day Workshop, even though it was held virtually.  Dr. Taylor is the Harold 
R. Johnson Endowed Professor of Social Work and the Sheila Feld Collegiate 
Professor of Social Work. He has mentored countless students over the years, 
run mentoring programs through the School of Social Work, and directed the 

MCUAAAR Summer Program since its existence.  

https://nbc25news.com/news/local/flint-native-researcher-awarded-622k-to-address-health-disparities?fbclid=IwAR3Q_UIVNF1GEArWTPabHnRorZy4hJAAvoHuLep6_trs5hKPHxIdLSH3QeE
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Dr. LaShawn Wordlaw (MCUAAAR Pre-Doc Diversity Supplement Recipient) Honored for Excellence 
in Teaching!!! 
 
LaShawn Wordlaw, Ph.D. is Associate Professor in the Department of Public 
Health Education at North Carolina Central University was recently honored for 
excellence in teaching by North Carolina Central University. She deploys 
multiple forms of technology when engaging with students and enjoys learning 
new approaches to teaching.  Wordlaw credits her mentor, Peter Lichtenberg, 
Ph.D., as inspiration for her first teaching position in higher education, as an 
adjunct professor at Fayetteville State University’s Department of Sociology, 
which led to 14 successful years of preparing the next leaders in public health 
education.  Dr. Wordlaw’s research interests focus on promoting heart-healthy 
behaviors on college campuses. She is particularly interested in designing 
projects that address students’ barriers to healthy eating and physical activity. 
 
 
 

EVENTS 
 

Inside Dementia Minds 
Thursday, July 15th, Noon to 1:00pm 
 
The MDC Steering Committee members Lisa Dedden Cooper and Brenda Roberts will 
host a live virtual conversation with members of the National Council of Dementia 
Minds, a new nonprofit led by persons living with dementia whose vision is to 
transform how the world views living with a neurocognitive disorder. The event will be 
live-streamed by AARP Michigan over Facebook and YouTube. Join us live and bring 
your questions. 
 

Link to participate July 15 over Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/114775398550878/posts/4811452642216440/ 
Link to participate July 15 over YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=emQC_-AA1qw 

 
 

Michigan Dementia Coalition Summer Meeting 
Friday, August 13th  
The next virtual meeting of the full Michigan Dementia Coalition will be Friday, August 13thEveryone is 
welcome! Our meeting will have three segments, and you can choose to attend any or all of them: 
  
9:00 – 9:50 a.m. - New MDC Member Orientation 
  
10:00 – noon - Our MDC General Membership Meeting will include news and insights about recent FDA approval of the 
drug Aducanumab (Aduhelm), scientific highlights from the 2021 Alzheimer's Association International Conference, 
committee updates and much more! 
 
Noon – 12:30 - Opportunity for Virtual Networking 

  
Link to join Zoom (the link is the same for all 3 parts): 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83607859560?pwd=NmwvcmdqdnZEYWJiS0t3ODRZWFhKQT09 
 
Meeting ID: 836 0785 9560 and Passcode: MDC 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/midementiacoalition.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4a242ddf392b73933f7cebba&id=56e53f1e98&e=3645b000c4__;!!HXCxUKc!kJHnVIHfM1Yxmbo9rLm7Tk4R1qjwE0Bbn-TLH6vjrWlpazP5-hiEMU-PkmjBsQ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/midementiacoalition.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4a242ddf392b73933f7cebba&id=965e00cd16&e=3645b000c4__;!!HXCxUKc!kJHnVIHfM1Yxmbo9rLm7Tk4R1qjwE0Bbn-TLH6vjrWlpazP5-hiEMU_flv8jzA$
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83607859560?pwd=NmwvcmdqdnZEYWJiS0t3ODRZWFhKQT09
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RESOURCES 
 

RCMAR Webinar Recording: Best Practices for 
Using and Obtaining Diversity Supplements 
 
NIA’s Diversity Supplement program supports the 
development of eligible trainee-candidates who seek 
independent careers in aging and geriatrics research and 
meet NIA’s goal to enhance diversity in the biomedical 
workforce. On June 11th, Dr. Maria G. Carranza will 
present the best practices for application preparation and 
submission, and discuss review and funding policies.  
Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ATaRsttGZg  
 
 

 

RCMAR Webinar Recording: Surviving and 
Responding to the NIH Grant Review  
 
So you finally got the summary statement back, what 
do you do after the initial shock? Let’s talk about how to 
respond effectively to the “pink sheets” and revise your 
application. On November 13, Dr. Joseph Gallo 
discussed steps to take in responding, with examples. 
Link - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAKnvaXIM1o  

 
 
 

 
 
UPCOMING MCUAAAR EVENTS 
 
 

MCUAAAR Program Kick-Off 
 
Wednesday, September 8th 9:00 – 11:00am 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ATaRsttGZg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dAKnvaXIM1o

